
LONGFORD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Longford Municipal District held in the 
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Longford on Wednesday,
25th September 2019 at 4.30 p.m.

_________________________________________________________________________

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Seamus Butler, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – John Browne, Joe Flaherty, Gerry Hagan, 

Martin Monaghan, Peggy Nolan and Gerry Warnock.
IN ATTENDANCE:            
Mr. John McKeon, Director of Services.   





Mr. Mark McNerney, Administrative Officer.
Mr. Brian Faughnan, Executive Engineer.






Mr. Danny Lynch, Head of Information Systems.





Mr. Cian McGovern, Acting I.S. Project Leader.






Ms. Christine Collins, Broadband Officer.






Ms. Linda Hogan, Data Protection Officer.

APOLOGY:


Mr. Eamon Bennett, Senior Executive Engineer. 
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee
ADOPTION OF MINUTES  -  circulated

On the proposal of Councillor G. Warnock seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was 

unanimously agreed to adopt minutes of Meeting held on the 24th July 2019.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

Surface of Walkway at the Albert Reynolds Peace Park.

J. McKeon stated that the provision of a macadam walkway at the Albert Reynolds Peace Park can be considered in the context of the preparation of the 2020 Budget.  John confirmed that it is estimated that the works will cost approximately €80,000  and it was agreed that the work could be carried out in two phases.  
DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.

None. 
MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Management Report , as circulated, was noted.

Footpath Rehabilitation Programme -
Church Street  -  To be referred to the Regeneration Committee.

J. McKeon gave updates on the following projects  -

· Market Square Works.

· Tesco Shopping Centre. 

Speed Barrier at Melview National School – Councillor P. Nolan
B. Faughnan confirmed that the  broken speed barrier has been removed and will be replaced.

Traffic Speed Back Signs have been erected. 

Councillor Nolan raised the issue of safety measures being put in place to allow children to cycle and walk to Melview school. 

Filter Lane on Dublin Road – Councillor P. Nolan.

The Council will apply for funding under a Low Cost Safety Scheme for a filter lane at the entrance to the Convent/St Joseph’s National School on the Dublin Road.

Junction at Whiterock  -  Councillor G. Hagan.

Will be referred to the Road Design Office and T.I.I.

Right Turn at Fallons on the Dublin Road – Councillor J. Flaherty.

To be followed up with the Road Design Office. 

Works – N4 Cooleeny.
B. Faughnan confirmed that the works are being carried out at night to minimise disruption. 

UPDATE ON CCTV – report circulated. 

D. Lynch gave a comprehensive update on CCTV in Longford town and replied to queries raised.

On the proposal of Councillor G. Warnock seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed that the CCTV system should be extended to Ballymacormack Graveyard. 

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor J. Browne seconded that a further letter be forwarded to the Minister for Justice requesting that a National Fund be established for the provision of CCTV cameras and that a special case be made for Longford. 

M. McNerney stated a letter was forwarded to the Minister for Justice following the July MD Meeting. An acknowledgement to the letter was received but a comprehensive reply is still outstanding.

It was agreed that the Minister be requested to meet a delegation from Longford MD regarding funding for CCTV. 

BROADBAND CONNECTION POINTS. 

Christine Collins briefed the members regarding the The National Broadband Plan (NBP) which is the Government's plan to deliver high speed broadband services to all businesses, farms and households in Ireland. It will ensure that everyone in Ireland will have equal access to a high speed broadband.
As part of the prioritisation strategy for the rollout of the National Broadband Plan (NBP), the Minister set out  to provide local communities with focal points where they can have access to high speed broadband in each county in year one of the NBP rollout process. These focal points are known as “Broadband Connection Points” (BCPs) and will involve a small number of High Speed Broadband Connection points being made available in year one of the rollout to a set number of locations in the County. Local Communities will then be able to take advantage of WIFI and other facilities as they wish from these locations.

The Department of Rural and Community Development (DRCD) engaged in an extensive consultation process with each local authority to identify suitable locations within their functional area to act as Broadband Connection Points (BCPs).  Twelve was the max number of locations per Local Authority.  

One of the main criteria was that the Broadband Connection Point had to be located in the amber area of the National Broadband Plan (amber area is an area where HSB is not currently available to homeowners or businesses).

Twelve BCP’s were identified in Longford and approved by the department as follows:

Four - Granard Municipal District 

Two – Longford Municipal Municipal District

Six – Ballymahon Municipal District.

Christine stated that the capital infrastructure /hardware will be funded by the Department of Community & Rural Development  -  75% of the retail connection will be funded by the DRCD.

On the proposal of Councillor G. Warnock seconded by Councillor G. Hagan, it was unanimously agreed that Longford Municipal District allocate the remaining 25% per annum 

i.e. €300.00 from the Longford MD General Municipal Allocation. 

STANDING ORDERS.

J. McKeon briefed the members on the revised Standing Orders.

A number of amendments were suggested.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor M. Monaghan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Standing Orders as amended. 

UPDATE ON TOWN & PARK WARDEN POSITION.

J. McKeon updated the members on the proposed position of Town & Park Warden.

He explained that the position of Town & Park Warden is not included in the current Workforce Plan which was approved by the Department of Housing, Planning & Local Government but will be included in the next Workforce Plan. 

John stated that funding has been set aside for this post and it is proposed that the position be advertised for a three year pilot project. 
The members requested that a list of the Bye-Laws passed by the former Longford Town Council be circulated to the members. 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS.

Naming of Street at the Shopping Centre Carpark.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Flaherty and seconded by Councillor  G. Hagan  -

“That we forward to the next meeting of the Place Names Committee a recommendation that they provide a name for the 'street' of mainly commercial premises that backs onto the Shopping Centre carpark from Chapel St.  A number of the units recently changed hands with new ventures planned and as part of the planned rehabilitation of the car park area, it would be good if this 'street' finally gets a name.”

It was agreed that Councillor Flaherty’s proposal be considered by the Placenames Committee and revert to the Municipal District for confirmation. 

Serviced Site Initiative.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Flaherty and seconded by Councillor G. Warnock -

“Longford LEA scopes up to three possible sites in the environs of Longford town that would each be capable of facilitating 30-50 houses under a serviced site initiative. Detailed costings and proposals to be brought to Infrastructure SPC with a view to a planned programme for the three sites over the next three years, 2020-22.”

The members agreed to Councillor Flaherty’s Motion and that the Motion be referred to the Strategic Infrastructure Strategic Policy Committee for consideration. 

Solar Energy – LIADH Building.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Flaherty and seconded by Councillor  M. Monaghan  -

“Regeneration Team prioritises a solar energy generating initiative for the LIADH building that could include retaining the existing structure and generate sufficient power to fuel the building itself and much more.”

It was agreed that Councillor Flaherty’s Motion be referred to the Regeneration Committee. 

It was further agreed that a Longford County Council large prominent sign be placed on the LIADH Building.
Road Safety – Approach Roads to Newtownforbes.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Monaghan and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan  -

“That road safety issues be addressed on approach roads to the village of Newtownforbes especially around the environs of the National School.”

It was agreed that Councillor Monaghan’s request that a Traffic Management Plan for Newtownforbes be forwarded to the TII for consideration. 
REQUEST FROM LONGFORD TIDY TOWNS COMMITTEE TO HOST ANNUAL

AWARDS EVENT.

It was agreed that a Reception be held for the Longford Tidy Towns Volunteers at 6.30 p.m. on Wednesday, 23rd October, following the MD Meeting.  It was noted that the Longford MD Meeting will be held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae as will the Reception for the Tidy Towns. 
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: ______________
_
             Anne Lee,
             Meetings Administrator
Confirmed and adopted at Longford Municipal District Meeting held on the
23rd October 2019.
Signed: _______________

               Cathaoirleach.
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